
  

Dear Friends, 

 I had the pleasure of speaking to the New Dimensions 

class at Hudson High School recently. If you don’t know about 

New Dimensions, the class has been a part of the high school for 

nearly 50 years. The double period class for about thirty seniors is 

an interdisciplinary course focused on psychology, philosophy, 

anthropology and sociology with an emphasis on critical analysis 

and advanced thinking skills. In the words of the course 

description, the students are asked “to examine fundamental 

questions of humanity: Who are we?  What are we doing here?  How do we make 

meaning of our world?” (That sounds like a pretty good Lenten practice, doesn’t it?)  

 Each year the class spends one week studying the major religions of the world.   

I was invited to offer a brief overview of the Christian faith and answer questions from 

the class for an hour and a half. As I drove to the high school I thought, that’s a 

daunting task. On the other mornings, they would hear from a Buddhist, a Muslim 

and a Hindu. To talk about Christianity was going to be considerably less exotic. I 

feared that speaking about Christianity with these insightful and well educated seniors 

who had grown up in a predominantly Christian culture would leave them yawning 

as they left class. So I started by telling them about my son Will, who took New 

Dimensions two years earlier and happened to be in Antarctica at the time, thinking 

that was about as exotic as you can get. 

 My son’s travels certainly seemed to intrigue them, but to my surprise, they 

appeared to be no less interested in better understanding the breadth and scope of 

Christianity today. They were curious about the variety of ways people practice the 

Christian faith, especially the differences in understanding the sacraments and biblical 

interpretation. For me, the most rewarding part was their commitment to ask honest 

and thoughtful questions and a desire to understand that people of faith cannot (or at 

least should not) be put into a single basket, as if summing up their belief systems can 

be done in a singular fashion. 

 I went into the class a little apprehensive about how receptive I would find the 

students. As happens so often, I was proven wrong in my doubting. I suspect that 

happens to a lot of us a lot of the time. We avoid sharing our most deeply held beliefs 

out of fear of how our sharing will be received. The surprise is that when the sharing is 

done with honesty and not expecting others to necessarily agree with what we believe, 

it is nonetheless typically not only well received, people are so often grateful that we 

were willing to be transparently vulnerable. And the best surprise is how often we will 

find commonality in faith, if only we are willing to be honest, not only about what we 

believe, but our doubts and questions too. 

 I give thanks every day that I am blessed to be a part of such a faith 

community. I hope you know what a blessing it is as well … and that you and I 

together can help people find their way to this place where they are invited to take the 

journey of faith with others who ask those most fundamental questions with the hope 

that together we will find answers we could never hope to find alone. 

 Finally, I encourage you to take on a constructive Lenten discipline this year.   

Specifically, I hope you will decide to engage others in thoughtful discussion with a 
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 We begin the season of Lent with food, and we end it with food. And I hope 

you are able to join in on these “breaking bread together” gatherings, along with the 

other events of Lent. Below are details for our annual Fat Tuesday potluck dinner 

and the Maundy Thursday soup supper. 

 So why the beginning and ending of the season with food? Historically, the 

season of Lent has begun with Fat Tuesday (or Mardi Gras Day or Shrove Tuesday, 

as it’s also known). For centuries, Christians have feasted on the Tuesday before Lent 

begins in anticipation of the ritual fasting to be observed during the 40 days of the 

season of Lent. The 40 days comes from the story at the beginning of Jesus’ ministry 

when he was driven into the wilderness where he fasted for 40 days and nights. Some Christians today 

still practice some form of fasting during Lent, from going without food and drink on a certain day each 

week to abstaining from an indulgent habit in their lives (like giving up coffee or dessert or alcohol).  

 At the end of Lent, on Maundy Thursday, we remember Jesus’ last day before he was arrested, 

tried, and executed. That evening, he shared a meal with his disciples, asking them to remember him 

whenever they broke bread together. This meal initiated what we know as Holy Communion, or the Last 

Supper, the sacrament we celebrate periodically in worship, including at our Maundy Thursday service.   

 So, again, why the beginning and ending of the season with food?  We have the historical and bib-

lical reasons; and we know, quite simply, we need sustenance and nourishment for our bodies. But per-

haps more importantly, we need it for our souls, too. 

 Recently, I read about some social science research that proved sharing a meal together can bring 

people together; that the act of coming together and eating the same food scientifically brings people clos-

er to one another as they share in the experience together. Jesus didn’t necessarily need research to prove 

what he already knew. The Gospels’ texts are filled with stories of Jesus sharing meals with people, bring-

ing them together, sharing his life with them and having them share their lives with him. Jesus didn’t care 

so much about proper ancient meal etiquette, especially in regards to who he invited to meals or with 

whom he shared meals. Jesus just knew everyone should be invited to the table. We do well to follow his 

example in our own lives, which is why we begin and end Lent with food. 

 We all need bread for the journey. Why not sit down and break that bread together, not only nour-

ishing our bodies but also our souls for serving God and God’s people? 

Lenten blessings, Jeanette 

 

FAT TUESDAY POTLUCK 
February 28 ~ 6:30 pm ~ Fellowship Hall 

Join us for a fabulous Fat Tuesday Potluck Dinner and Celebration! 

Bring your favorite decadent dish that serves 8-10 people to share. 

Live New Orleans jazz music provided! 

 

MAUNDY THURSDAY SOUP SUPPER 
April 13 ~ 6:30 pm ~ Fellowship Hall prior to worship (7:30 in the Sanctuary) 

All food will be provided. Childcare  available  beginning at 7:15 pm. 

 
RSVP to either event at ChurchOffice@hudsonucc.org or call the office (330) 650-4048. 

mailto:churchoffice@hudsonucc.org
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 The month of March has many days that effect our lives and must be remem-

bered. World Day of Prayer is March 3 and certainly this world of ours needs all the 

prayers it can get. On March 12 Daylight Saving Time returns and since it is Sunday, 

we need to turn our clocks forward so we are not embarrassed when we appear for 

worship. St. Patrick’s Day is March 17 which is very important if you’re Irish or you 

want to be safe while driving in the late evening. Sunday, March 26 is One Great 

Hour of Sharing, held annually by our churches to reach out in mission to needs in 

our country and the world. 

 But most importantly for us as Christians is March 1 … Ash Wednesday this 

year. On this day we enter the six-week period of Lent, leading up to Easter. Lent is a time for reflection 

and penitence as we again travel with Jesus through the last weeks of his life, to his death on the cross, cul-

minating in the glorious Easter resurrection. It’s a time when we can examine our own lives in our faith 

journeys and utilize our access to God in prayer. We acknowledge our short-comings, recognizing afresh 

the Divine One’s love and forgiveness, and recommitting to seek the Spirit’s guidance in living out the 

new life we received in Christ and demonstrating the way of God’s kingdom in our daily walk and actions 

toward others. 

 Hopefully, such intentional reflection, confession, and prayer will equip us for living out our faith 

as followers and servants of Christ who has made all things new.  Such a focus can make us aware and re-

ceptive to the faith reality that we are in this world but not of it. We all must deal with the tension between 

the world and culture in which we live with its obsession with power, self-aggrandizement, and self-

reliance and the way of God’s kingdom of love, forgiveness, and genuine relationship and caring – these 

two ways are diametrically opposed. This is the biggest struggle for us as Christians and hopefully this 

Lenten season will help us to better understand who we belong to and serve. 

 My prayer for each of us is that we can recognize to whom our commitment is and better live out 

our faith in ways that make us more faithful and impactful in our relationships with others – that they 

may see Christ’s way in us. 

Blessings, Dick 

commitment to take them just as seriously in their beliefs just as you hope they will do for you.  How can 

you do it?  I share just three ideas, confident that you can come up with endless others: 

1. Join one of our Lenten Bible study groups, where you will have an opportunity to share with one  

 another in the safety of a small group. It’s easy to do and it’s not too late to join one. Call the Church 

 Office or get in touch with Steve and they will make sure you get placed in a group that works for you.    

2. Invite a friend or neighbor to come to church with you and take him/her out to lunch afterwards  

 and talk about what you both experienced. 

3. Intentionally find somebody who sees the world through a different lens than you do, and decide  

 together that the two of you will discuss your views with each other, always seeking to learn from  

 one another instead of proving the other wrong. 

 Commit to one of these Lenten practices and you will be better for it … and so will the world. 

Always, Peter 

Rev. Peter Wiley ~ continued from page 1: 
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There is something beautiful and difficult when we choose to participate in faith com-

munities. In the 21st Century there is a phenomenon that is focused and fixated on 

one’s personal relationship, personal walk, with God. Yet in the Scriptures we find 

that faith was a communal experience. I wonder if it was a communal experience be-

cause our faith needs others …  

Needs others, points of view …  

Needs others, perspectives …  

Needs others, input and insights …  

Needs others, support and care …  

Needs others, encouragement and prayer …  

Faith, a growing, expanding, flourishing, Faith, Needs Others!  

Maybe that is why Jesus said “Where there are two or more gathered I am present … ” 

This Lent, take time to connect with others and see if your faith isn’t richer, deeper,  

more meaningful. 

 

 

 

Upcoming Adult Faith Formation Opportunities  

 

Lenten Study Small Group 
Start March 5 

It is not too late to sign up! 

Email Steve Hockstra if you want to participate!  

 

 

Buddhism Study  
April 20 - May 11 

Thursdays at 7:00 pm in Room 102  

Sign up by emailing the Church Office (churchoffice@hudsonucc.org). 

 

Interfaith Relations Working Group Update 
 After a successful Lenten course on Islam, this group formed under the leadership of Rev. Janet 

Ross, congregation friend, Devi Gursahaney and the Adult Education Board. The IRWG recognizes that 

interfaith efforts were already a mission focus of FCCH as an interfaith service for the 15th anniversary of 

September 11 when First Serve was scheduled. To extend the success of that event, FCCH partnered with 

seven Summit County faith organizations to host Teatime for Peace. Over 140 community members en-

thusiastically participated in an evening of dialogue and cookies. To round out the year, Devi offered a 

community course on Hinduism and is planning a spring course on the subject of Buddhism (see above). 

The IRWG meets monthly on the third Monday each month from 7:00 - 8:00 pm and is always looking for 

new members. For those who are interested but can’t attend our meetings, we suggest a good read: The 

Faith Club: A Muslim, A Christian and A Jew—Three Women Search for Understanding by Suzanne Oliver, 

Ranya Idliby and Priscilla Warner. This book follows the intertwined faith journeys of  mothers at the 

same pre-school in New York City after 9/11. As their friendship deepened, their faiths evolved. It’s a 

hope-filled book about understanding our common humanity in difficult times.  

Adult Faith Formation 

mailto:churchoffice@hudsonucc.org
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Why Do We Have Children’s Choirs? 

 Here at First Congregational Church of Hudson, we have thriving children 

and youth music programs. They are thanks to the wonderful support of our par-

ents and a dedicated and talented staff like Dee, Rev. Steve, Kristin, Katie, Callie, 

Amy and student volunteers. Our weekly Wonderful Wednesday program has 60+ 

children from Kindergarten to 5th grade who sing in church regularly and present 

both a Christmas Eve and Spring Pageant every year. The esprit du corps in this 

group is nothing short of amazing, as one can easily tell when you hear them sing. 

We are most grateful for their enthusiasm and commitment to the process of build-

ing Christian community through song, fellowship and teaching. 

 Effective children’s choirs are not about cookies and punch and singing happy little songs about 

Jesus. They are about the seriously fun business of changing lives and minting disciples of Christ. They 

are about forging relationships of love, work and service to the church, as we pursue the common goal of 

the worship of God. They are about forming lifelong habits of prayer and church attendance. They are 

about learning theology through music. They are about attracting entire families into our worshipping 

community.  

 It is a common misnomer that our children are the future of the church. Rather, our children are 

the church of right now. Today. They have much to teach us by their innocent and transparent under-

standing of the simplicity of the Gospel. Their enthusiasm is not something that is taught to them – it is 

something they teach to us. Although they are sometimes ridiculously cute, that is never the goal, because 

children always know when they are being taken seriously. And that’s one of the things we do best here; 

we take our children seriously. 

 So, our charge is to open their minds, fire their imaginations, instill self-discipline and offer them 

the most consistently great music we can find. The challenge of a fine children’s choir program offers spir-

ituality, musicality, community and intellectual stimulation that will help them discover God’s purpose 

for their lives. We are, in a very real way, training them to run the Great Race.  

 This preparation doesn’t stop after 5th grade, however. That is why we have D&D, Breakfast Club, 

revoice, Teen Band and vocalists, confirmation, ASP and other programs for the older children and teens. 

In a world that idolizes sports figures instead of peacemakers and actresses instead of diplomats, we hope 

that parents will support their children’s decision to belong to organizations that give life and hope to 

them, and thus the world around them. Even though it may seem like a nostalgic pipedream, I really 

would like to teach the world to sing in perfect harmony, beginning with the ones who do it best – our 

children. 

See you in church! Tom 

  •   

GAIL ARCHER ORGAN CONCERT 
Saturday, March 4, 8:00 pm 

This year marks 25 years since the installation of the great Wilhelm pipe organ at First Congregational 

Church in 1991. Please join us in continuing to celebrate this milestone with a free concert by internation-

ally-renowned organist Gail Archer on Saturday, March 4 at 8:00 pm in the church’s sanctuary. Gail Arch-

er will play selections by Dietrich Buxtehude, J.S. Bach, Joan Tower, Mary Howe, Alexander Shav-

ersaschvili, and Modest Mussorgsky.  

Admission to the concert is free, with donations accepted to benefit the Wilhelm Organ Fund. Contact 

Charlotte Plank at cplank@hudsonucc.org if you have questions.  

Music Ministries 

mailto:cplank@hudsonucc.org


6 

Youth Ministries 

MIDDLE SCHOOL PROGRAMS 
 

D&D Devotion & Discussion March means two things: Lent has started and spring break is on the way! 

It’s all about balancing seriousness and fun. That’s what we do at D&D. This month we’ll cover some im-

portant topics in our fun, D&D way, play some crazy games, and get ourselves ready to welcome in 

spring. Join us every Wednesday from 3-5:00 pm for food, games, conversations and fun. You and your 

friends are always welcome here.  

 

CONFIRMATION - This month marks our last regular meeting. We will meet on the first Sunday of 

the month, March 5. After you attend the 10:30 Communion Sunday service with your mentor, head di-

rectly to the Activity Room for lunch and a discussion about what it means to be confirmed and the next 

steps. Be sure to determine a meeting spot with your mentor ahead of the 10:30 am service so the that you 

can enter and sit together. Also, be sure to bring your Bible and binder to every meeting. Let Callie 

(cbaylor@hudsonucc.org) know if you are unable to attend. 

UPCOMING CONFIRMATION DATES: 

 April 9  Communion Sunday (Confirmands and Mentors), 10:30 am 

  Faith Statements and Stole Making (Confirmands only), 11:30-12:30 in the  

  Activity Room, lunch provided 

 April 22 Rehearsal and Celebration Dinner (Confirmands, Mentors and Parents) 

   Rehearsal at 3:30 pm in the Sanctuary 

   Dinner at 4:30 pm at Country Club of Hudson (more information to follow) 

 April 23 Confirmation at the 10:30 service, followed by a reception in Fellowship Hall 

 

BREAKFAST CLUB - Breakfast Club meets every week at 10:30 am except for March 5, which is Com-

munion Sunday. Where should you go that day? Confirmands meet their mentors at a predetermined 

spot then go in the sanctuary for worship. High schoolers join your family and friends in the sanctuary for 

worship and communion. 6th and 7th graders meet in the Youth Room at 10:30. 

 

MIDDLE SCHOOL MISSION TRIP - TPP  Update: the deadline to register has passed. The deadline 

to pay your remaining balance is Monday, May 15. The total cost of the trip is $395 and you can pay 

online. Go to the “Youth” tab on our website, www.hudsonucc.org. You can log onto MyFCCH to pay. Or 

you can text “FCCH” (no quotation marks) to 73256. Watch this space and your emails for trip updates as 

we get closer to departure date.  

mailto:cbaylor@hudsonucc.org
http://www.hudsonucc.org
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HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAMS 
 

Impact - Jesus taught that a house divided cannot stand. On March 7, we will talk about what to do when 

there are deep seated divisions! March 14, we will talk about relationships and what happens when they 

fall apart, can they be repaired, restored? Then on March 21, our topic will be about what you do when 

you feel like you need a break … from school, friends, sports, life! Finally, on March 28, there will be NO 

Impact due to HHS Spring Break!  

 

High School Lenten Study - If God truly cared about the Israelites, then why would God allow them to 

be in slavery for over 400 years? We are told that the cries of the Israelites were heard by God so God sent 

Moses to free the Israelites … but why did it take so long? 400 years is a pretty long time! Join us as we 

wrestle with these questions and others about God, our faith and the Bible on Thursdays starting March 9 

from 3:30-4:30 pm in the Youth Room. We will meet for five weeks, except the Thursday (March 30) of 

Spring Break. If you are interested in participating, email or text Steve (330) 842-9084 or shock-

stra@hudsonucc.org. 

ASP 2017 - Mark your calendars for these two important dates!  

 #1:   Sunday, March 19, 11:45 am - 1:00 pm ASP Adult Leaders ONLY Meeting in the Youth Room  

 #2:   Sunday, April 30, ASP Annual Meeting at 7:00 pm in Fellowship Hall  

 

 

 

 

SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES FOR MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH 
Gennesaret Soup Kitchen - Saturday, March 4, 9am - 2:30 pm. Don’t miss this great opportunity for all 

of our youth, both middle and high school as well as confirmands and their mentors to serve at 

Gennesaret.  
 

Findley Elementary School Annual Math Carnival - Thursday, March 16, 4-7:30 pm  Upcoming ser-

vice opportunity for middle and high school students. Volunteers help set up the carnival, manning 

the carnival game stations, talk and hang out with Findley students, help clean up and tear down.  Stu-

dents meet at the church to travel together. 

If you would like to help serve, contact Jeff Wells (jeffreylwells@gmail.com) or  

Scott Hooker (mrscotthooker@yahoo.com) to sign up! 

Youth Ministries 

mailto:shockstra@hudsonucc.org
mailto:shockstra@hudsonucc.org
mailto:jeffreylwells@gmail.com
mailto:mrscotthooker@yahoo.com
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 You are the expert in your own healthcare. Your doctor 

is your partner. Yes, doctors have education, training, and ex-

perience you don’t have, but you know yourself better than any 

doctor ever will. When it comes to your medical care, you bring 

something important to the conversation. You can build a part-

nership with your healthcare provider that allows you to partic-

ipate in managing your medical care. In the model for healthy 

living, a balanced life takes into consideration the medical rela-

tionship of you with your healthcare providers.  

Is there no balm in Gilead? Is there no physician there? Why then has the health of my poor people not been restored? ~Jeremiah 8:22 

 Gilead was a region famous for spices and medicinal herbs that were exported to centers of power 

such as Phoenicia and Egypt. In particular, a gum or resin of a specific kind of tree was of great value, and 

the commercial value of the balm of Gilead was well established. The writer of the book of Genesis tells us 

that Joseph’s brothers sold him to a caravan of Ishmaelites from Gilead carrying balm to sell in Egypt. By 

the time of the prophet Jeremiah around 1,200 years later, asking the question “Is there no balm in Gile-

ad?” would have brought the response that, of course there was. This is what Gilead was famous for. 

 Yet Jeremiah mourns the spiritual sickness that God’s people have fallen into. God was the balm 

for the people of Israel, but they chose not to welcome God’s healing into their lives. This breaks the 

prophet’s heart as he looks ahead to the judgement and suffering to come. Although the spiritual sickness 

is very deep, the people could find healing if they turned toward what God offered. The seeming hopeless-

ness overwhelms Jeremiah at times. 

 All around the people was the balm of Gilead, with God as the physician who would dispense 

healing medicine. What kept the people from reaching for healing was the sickness in their own souls. 

Why would they not choose healing? 

 When we face sickness in body and spirit - or both - we might ask the same question. Why would 

we not choose healing? Even with the availability of modern medicine, which has come a very long way 

since the days of Joseph and Jeremiah and the balm of Gilead, we must first admit our need for healing. 

We must be willing to ask the help of physicians and recognize that the healing God 

wants to bring into our lives may come in this form rather than through a spontaneous 

miracle or answer to a prayer. 

 To turn away from healing that could come through a relationship with a physi-

cian is to let the prideful sickness of our hearts get in the way of discovering God’s will-

ingness to make us whole.            - Reflection, Model for Healthy Living 

In His Name, Kathy 

March FYI (Feeling Young Inside) luncheon and program will be March 20 at Noon in Fellowship Hall. 

Dr. Rickey Shyne, Director, Research and Engineering, NASA Glenn Research Center in Cleveland will 

present ”NASA’s Journey to the Moon.”  Make your reservation by calling the Church Office or contact 

Kathy at kyeakley@hudsonucc.org. 

On March 7, a Falls/Risk Assessment and Prevention screening will take place in Fellowship 

Hall from 1-3:00 pm. Lynn Czup, PT, DPT and her team from Hudson NovaCare will do a falls risk assess-

ment checklist and if a person is at risk they will evaluate gait, balance, and strength to make recommen-

dations for falls prevention, further diagnostics, or treatment for balance and gait issues. 

Health Ministries 

mailto:kyeakley@hudsonucc.org
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Children’s Ministries 

 April 9: 1:15-5:45 pm 

 Easter Field Trip   
Lake Farm  Park 

Who:  Everyone! (Children first grade and under must be accompanied by an  adult.) 

What:  Let’s celebrate Spring by visiting a real working farm. We will be just in time to see spring 
 lambs, chicks, piglets and more! And we get to milk a cow … who wouldn't want to do that? 

Where: Lake Farm Park, 8800 Chardon Rd, Willoughby; www.lakemetroparks.com 

When:  On this Sunday before Easter, Sunday April 9, the ark (a.k.a. school bus) will depart from the  
 church parking lot at 1:15 PM sharp! We should arrive back to the church parking lot by 5:45. 

Cost:  $10 per person (family maximum $40) 

RSVP to Kmorgan@hudsonucc.org 

SAVE THE DATE: 

Ports of Paul 
JUNE 5-8  

5:30-8:00pm 

http://www.lakemetroparks.com
mailto:Kmorgan@hudsonucc.org
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Welcome New Members! 
Joined February 12, 2017 

Kevin and Gene Philip Condon 
158 Brandywine Dr, Hudson 

Kevin: 919-522-6331;  
Gene: 919-272-5811 

g.condon10@gmail.com 
Kevin is Sr. V.P./Chief Counsel  

at Eaton Corp. 
  

Jim and Gina Destro 
94 Hamden Dr, Hudson 

Phone: 234-380-1897 
destro3@live.com 

Jim is in sales with H P Hood.  
They have two children,  
Isabella and Gabriella. 

  
Mike and Kory Halstead 
806 Silverberry, Hudson 

Phone: 330-603-4963 
mhalstead806@gmail.com; 

klhalstead@yahoo.com 
Mike is in sales with Wells Lamont 

and Kory is in HR at Cardinal 
Health. They have two children, 

Delaney and Hadley.  
  

Mike and Sherrie Lachman 
7366 Hudson Park Dr, Hudson 

Phone: 330-528-0636 
lachman@mindspring.com 

Mike and Sherrie are retired. 
 

 Bob and Caroline Prevette 
9541 Angela Dr, Twinsburg  44087 

Phone: 330-840-7456 
BobPTennis@aol.com 

Bob and Caroline are retired. 
  

Alice L. Sloan 
23 Clairhaven Dr, Hudson 

Phone: 216-543-0144 
alice.louise.sloan@gmail.com 

Alice is an Historic Preservation 
Specialist with Chambers, Murphy 

& Burge. She is married to John 
Sloan and they have one child, 

Edith Cecilia. 
  

Dennis and Jennifer Wenger 
(Not pictured) 

40 Owen Brown St, Hudson 
Dennis: 202-255-9986;  
Jennifer: 202-213-1277 

jwwenger1@gmail.com 
Dennis is retired from the National 

Science Foundation and Jenny 
works part-time as a science writ-

er/editor for Northeast Ohio  
Medical University. 

GENE & KEVIN CONDON 
JIM, GINA, ISABELLA 

AND GABRIELLA DESTRO 

MIKE & SHERRIE LACHMAN 

CAROLINE & BOB PREVETTE ALICE SLOAN 

MIKE, KORY, DELANEY  
& HADLEY HALSTEAD 

mailto:g.condon10@gmail.com
mailto:destro3@live.com
mailto:mhalstead806@gmail.com
mailto:klhalstead@yahoo.com
mailto:lachman@mindspring.com
mailto:BobPTennis@aol.com
mailto:alice.louise.sloan@gmail.com
mailto:jwwenger1@gmail.com
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Celebrating God’s 
Love in Action 

Appreciation of our Mission Partners and Volunteers 

Thank You! 
Have you ever wondered what volunteers do at SWAG or OPEN M? 

Wish you could learn more about our church’s outreach ministries? 

Do you have questions or would you like more information about  

Findley School, Gennesaret or Mobile Meals? 

You are invited to attend this event as we honor our outreach volunteers  

and learn more about the organizations they serve. 

 

Thursday, March 9 

7:00 - 8:30 pm 
Fellowship Hall 

Desserts, coffee and tea provided 
Special guest speaker: Dan Flowers, CEO of the Akron Canton Food Bank 

  

  

RSVP to the Church Office by Friday, March 3.  

Call (330) 650-4048 or email ChurchOffice@hudsonucc.org.  

Child care available with reservation. 
 

Sponsored by the Mission Board 

Missions and Outreach 

mailto:churchoffice@hudsonucc.org
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another family promise host week  

comes to an end at fcch 

Thank you Move In, Move Out Team! 
 Joyce Ruther 

 The Redslob Family 

 The Seifert Family 

 Grace McGlumphy 

 Karen Farkas 

 Jack Dupre 

 Sue Mohr-Baker 

 Emily and Sean Curran 

 The Berger Family 

 

Thank you Grocery Shopping Team! 
 Janet Goheen 

 Jeanne Embree 

 Katie and Cody Buzard 

 Laurie Berendsen 

 

Thank you Van Drivers! 
 Jack Dupre 

 Roger Burgess 

 Henry Vigor 

 Frank Manak 

 Ray Haase 

 Bill Libby 

 

Thank you Breakfast Team! 
 Dave Chrencik 

 Monica Knooihuizen 

 Meg Searle 

 Karen Hajarian 

 The Zappone Family 

 

Thank you Laundry Team! 
 Michelle Frigo 

 Em Updegraff 

 Kathy Schieber 

 

Thank you Dinner Hosts! 
 The DeCamp Family 

 Donna Pierce 

 Eleanor and Dick Clewell 

 The Hill Family 

 Pam Zuhl 

 Susan Mailey 

 Lori Joseph 

 Feed My Sheep 

 The Jones Family 

 The Schneider Family 

 Marj Jacobs Resnick 

 The Arnold Family 

 Zonta Club 
 

Thank you Day Leaders and  

Overnight Hosts! 
 Dave Chrencik 

 Sue Wimer 

 Bill Fitzgibbons 

 Allen Park 

 Jorge Martinez 

 Len Harrison 

 Joel Ross 

 Joyce Ruther 

 Meg Searle 

 Brad Baldwin 
 

Thank you Evening Hosts! 
 Dave and Mary Larson 

 Judy Connor 

 Carla Maurer 

 Katie Buzard 

 Linda Blanch 

 Joyce Ruther 

 Mary Marshall 

 Ann Scott 

 Amiee Wiley 

 Sue Wozniak 

 Becky Wulfeck 

 Nikki Wingerson 

 Noel Pfeiffer 

Next Family Promise Host Week: May 7-May 14 
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Missions and Outreach 

TRINITY CLOTHING ROOM: Donations and Volunteers Needed 

ADULT NEEDS: Winter coats, hats, gloves, scarves shoes and boots; raincoats and spring coats.  

Men’s jeans, particularly smaller sizes (many Nepali men are relatively short and thin and often look 

in the children’s room for themselves) 

CHILDREN: Girls - pants and tops, sizes 2T, 3T, 4T and 5 as well as sizes 10, 12, and 14. 

Boys shoes up to youth size 5. Winter boots for boys and girls - any size. Winter coats, gloves, and 

lighter coats for Spring. 

HOUSEHOLD: Blankets, sheets, and towels and light appliances, cookware, misc. kitchen items. 
  

Thank you to FCCH for faithfully donating to support the Clothing Room! Volunteers are always wel-

come to sort donations on Wednesdays from 10:00 am until Noon and/or help distribute clothing on the 

second Saturday (March 11) and last Wednesday (March 29) of each month from 12:30 - 2:30 pm. Contact 

Sandy Miller sandyxd91@gmail.com or (216) 310-1489 to answer any questions.  

mailto:sandyxd91@gmail.com
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LIFT: Ladies In Fellowship Together PRESENTS 

Healing Creatively 
or 

Why I Chose to Do a Comedy Show 
with Lynn DaCosse 

Thursday, March 9 - 12:00 Noon in Fellowship Hall 

Church member, Lynn DaCosse, comedian, SoulCollage® facilitator and Arts Atelier administrator, 

will share her amusing story about how she created her comedy show “Life With the Flaps Down”  

and why Lynn considers humor to be a healing art. She will discuss how laughter is one of the  

best medicines and share other ways to foster healing creatively. 

The program will follow a luncheon in Fellowship Hall (cost $11). RSVP required by Monday, March 6. 

Flower Cross 
Easter Sunday, April 16 

Help bring the message of the Good News of Easter morning alive with flowers!  As has been our custom 

the last few years, we will have a flower cross just outside the sanctuary doors on Aurora Street.  Before 

and after worship (9, 10:30, and 11:59), we encourage you to place flowers on the cross.  Bring your own 

flowers, or find one in the bucket near the cross.  We hope you’ll join us as together we celebrate God’s 

love that brings new life. 

EASTER FLOWERS 
April 16, 2017 ~ $20.00 

 The Deaconess Board is selling lilies and hydrangeas for our worship services on Easter Sunday. This project 

is entirely self-sustaining allowing the Deaconesses to deliver flowers to our Over 85 members and shut-ins.  
  

Plants are $20.00 for either a double stem lily or 8” pot blue hydrangea. Please mark your choices below and 

submit to the Church Office or place in the offering plate. Make check payable to First Congregational 

Church with Easter Flowers in the memo line. Questions? Contact Joyce Ruther (330) 528-0708. 

Deadline to order - Sunday, April 2 
  

  

  FROM: ________________________________________________________________ 

  

  IN MEMORY OF:_______________________________________________________ 

  or 

  IN HONOR OF:________________________________________________________ 
  

 CHECK ONE:    Lily    Blue Hydrangea   

      Take   Leave 
 Mark if you intend to take your plant after service on Easter Sunday.  Paid:  Check # __________ Cash __________ 
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NEWS OF THE FELLOWSHIP 

BIRTH ~ Congratulations to: 

 Laura and Marc Rasmussen on the birth of daughter, Reese Leigh on January 3. 

 Proud grandparents include John and Barbara Faulkner. 

 

DEATH ~ Our sympathies and prayers go out to: 

 The family and friends of Esther Gray on her recent death, January 20. 

 Janet Nelson and family on the recent death of her father, Voy L. Harmon. 

 

Visit our members in Crown Center and Greenwood Care Centers at LAUREL LAKE:  

Rhea Bowen, Nancy Christensen, Henrietta Lunsford, Ed Lutz, Sandy Mougey,  

Ella Norder, Dorothy Van Buskirk 

GARDENS OF THE WESTERN RESERVE: Trudie Baughman 

GRANDE VILLAGE RETIREMENT: Ruth Stilson, Mary Gergely 

THE GABLES OF HUDSON: Vicki and Bill Butler, Martha Crichton, Doris Hill 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
9:00, 10:30 and 11:59 am  Worship 

Live Stream of 10:30 and 11:59 
services at our web site 

  
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Monday - Friday 
8:00 am - 5:00 pm 

 
Phone (330) 650-4048 

Fax (330) 656-1760 
www.hudsonucc.org 

Last month’s Tidbit dealt with the construction of the Ellsworth Wing behind 

the Sanctuary during the 1920s.  By the year 2002, however, this building was 

in bad need of repair. Between January and October 2002, under the direction 

of Jerry Pinckard, the Trustees renovated the choir rehearsal and office spaces 

on the second floor and installed new youth rooms and a kitchenette on the 

third floor.  Beginning in 2006, these improvements have helped facilitate our 

Church’s participation in the Family Promise ministry, whereby families 

temporarily without housing can eat meals and stay overnight in our building.  
 

Frank Manak, Church Historian 

CLERGY 
The Rev. Dr. Peter M. Wiley, Senior Pastor 

The Rev. Jeanette Brodersen, Associate Pastor 
The Rev. Dr. Richard Clewell, Associate Pastor 

The Rev. Steve Hockstra, Associate Pastor of Youth & Adult Ed 
  

PROGRAM STAFF 
Dee Buchanan, Director of Children’s Ministries 

Children’s Center and Education 
Katie Morgan, Associate Director of Children’s Ministries 

Children’s Center and Education 
Callie Baylor, Middle School Coordinator 
Amy Baldwin, High School Coordinator 

Dr. Thomas Scott, Director of  Music Ministries 
Charlotte Beers Plank, Organist 

Kristin Brandyberry, Cherub Choir Director 
Sue Wimer, Director of Stewardship and Outreach 

Kathy Yeakley, Director of Health Ministries  
Emily Lopick, Director of First Connect 

 

ADJUNCT CLERGY 
The Rev. Jonathan Dodson, Chaplain, Laurel Lake Retirement Community 

The Rev. Dr. Janet Ross, Haitian Beyond Borders/Fair Trade 

 
 
 
 

LIKE US at  
“First Congregational Church of Hudson”  

Comment & SHARE! 

http://www.hudsonucc.org/
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First Congregational Church of Hudson 
47 Aurora St. • Hudson • OH • 44236 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Requested in Home Delivery Feb. 24-27 

PALM SUNDAY ~ April 9; 9:00, 10:30, 11:59 am Worship 

 

Holy Week Breakfast at Laurel Lake, Monday, April 10 at 9:00 am 

Holy Week Worship at The Gables, Monday, April 10 at 11:00 am 

  

MAUNDY THURSDAY ~ April 13 

6:30 pm Soup Supper in Fellowship Hall, 7:30 pm Worship 

(Childcare available beginning at 7:15 pm) 

 

EASTER ~ April 16 
SUNRISE SERVICE ~ 6:30 am Hudson Springs Park 

 SERVICE OF THE RESURRECTION ~ 9:00, 10:30, 11:59 am  

Worship in the Sanctuary 

HOLY WEEK 

SERVICE TIMES 


